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some as follows: From Pericles in the
5th century l:l.C.--"A great thing in
truth is control of the sea "--and Themis
tocles, "He who commands the sea has
command of everything." Much later
then, Sir Walter Raleigh said: "Whoso
ever commands the sea, commands the
trade; whosoever commands the trade
of the world, commands the riches of
the world, and consequently the world
itself." Fleet Adm. Chester W. Nimitz
on his retirement, said of Sir Walter
Raleigh's quote:--"This principle is as
true today as when uttered, and its
effect will continue as long as ships
traverse the seas."
1 have used these quotes partially to
whet your appetite for a closer look at
Mahan 's doctrines.
lt is important early in your study
here to gain an understanding of the
historical basis of the principles of war.
Some feel that the classical principles of
warfare have become outmoded as a
result of the technological revolution.
One of my aims is to show the great
extent to which Mahan's lessons from
history are still valid.
It is not my purpose to preach
Mahan's gospel; rather it is to introduce
you to the man, his writings and his
philosophy of seapower--hopefully to
stir your interest in studying him fur
ther this year. Perhaps someone in this
audience will grasp the opportunity to
LTansform Mahan's penetrating theories
and update them to fit today's situa
tion. Mahan himself would be elated
with the possibilities. He was primarily
an analytical historian, and only secon
darily a propagandist for his views. In
studying him you should discover a
cause and effect relationship between
seapower and national greatness. From
Mahan 's evaluation of these relation
ships, he developed and propounded his
theories of seapower as an instrument-
perhaps an indispensable one--for pro
jecting and expanding U.S. power and
influence throughout the world.

Mahan was an advocate of increased
strength and readiness during the time
of hiatus in the Navy--indced, in the
entire military and diplomatic posture
of the United States. His writings bear
the imprint of his times and must be
considered in historical context. Perhaps
a fascinating sequel to Mahan 's writings
could be entitled the "influence of
Mahan upon sea power."
At this point we should briefly ex
amine the high points in Mahan's life
and career.
His biography covers an interesting
span of history in the 74 years between
1840 and 1914.
He was brought up in a scholarly as
well as military background. His father,
Dennis Mahan, graduated from West
Point, and after 4 years' study in
Europe, served on the faculty of the
Military Academy for the rest of his life.
Dennis Mahan was keenly interested
in military strategy and tactics. By
coincidence the " ... fascination that
the career of Napoleon exercised over
Professor Dennis Mahan was much like
that which the career of Nelson was to
exercise over Alfred Thayer Mahan."
The son developed an early interest
in the Navy by reading sea stories from
the Academy library.Against the advice
of his father, who considered him ill•
suited for any kind of military career, he
entered the Naval Academy, and gradu
ated in 3 years. His junior officer cruise
in the frigate, Congress took him down
the east coast of South America. His
various tours of sea duty during the
Civil War were mostly involved in the
maritime blockade of the Confederacy.
During a brief interlude on the Naval
Academy faculty he became acquainted
with Stephen B. Luce, and he went back
to sea in the U.S.S. Macedonian under
Luce's command. This began a lifelong
assoc1at10n which eventually turned
Mahan to his literary career.
His cruise to the Asiatic station as
second in command of Iroquois pro
vided his only firsthand acquaintance
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